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Masonic Etiquette: The Foundation of Making Good Men Better 

By: Brother Michael A. Hernandez, St. George’s Lodge #6, F. & A.M. 
 

“In speaking of Masonic etiquette it is necessary to emphasize the word ‘Masonic.’ Our etiquette 

is a unique creation, peculiar to the Fraternity, flesh of its flesh, and bone of its bone, entirely out 

of keeping if used outside of its own setting, but complete and beautiful within the Craft’s own 

framework; some parts of it are optional, left to the good taste of the individual; other parts are 

prescribed by usage or by law, written or unwritten; the whole of it belongs to the organic body 

of Freemasonry and as such stands on a level with the Landmarks, and Constitutions, the Ritual, 

and the Symbols” (Meacham 7-8).  

 

“In principle Masonic etiquette belongs to the empire of good manners, that code by which 

gentleman the world over governs their conduct; but this principle within us is found to apply in 

two directions: on the one hand it becomes a manifestation of respect for the Craft as a whole; on 

the other hand it is a form of courtesy to the individual” (Meacham 4). How then does this 

respect for the Craft and our Brothers manifest itself?  

 

 It shines through in the terms that we use such as: Brother and Worshipful Master.  

 It shines through when we come to the Sign of Fidelity, which shows the respect we have 

for a senior officer or a distinguished Brother.  

 It shines through when we, as Masons, regard no man on account of his race, creed, 

ethnicity, political or social affiliations, or any other distinguishing characteristics. 

Instead, through the use of Masonic etiquette, all of the distinctions are washed away and 

are replaced with sincere courtesy, Brotherly love, and respect.  

 

Imagine the state of affairs that would result if Masons were to act upon hunches, whims or 

prejudices. Imagine the state of our Craft if the poor were snubbed by the rich, the barely literate 

by the well-educated, and the minority by the white. Without Masonic etiquette, our time 

honored institution, the Craft that we all love, could devolve into chaos and be lost. As such, the 

maintaining of harmony amongst the members of our Craft is of paramount importance!  

 

 Masonic Etiquette 

 Mutual Respect 

 Harmony 

 Allows the lodge to function 

 This allows the lodge to take good men and make them better through work and 

instruction. 
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Of Masonic Etiquette in General – A Glossary of Terms 

 

 Addressing the Chair: “The rules of order in Freemasonry do not permit discussion, 

during a Communication, among the Brethren. The Brother who has anything to say to 

the Lodge whether it be to enter discussion or to make or second a motion, must rise to 

his feet, make the sign, and address the Worshipful Master, retaining the sign until 

seated” (Meacham 14). 

 

 Altar: “No Brother shall pass between the Altar and the East while the Lodge is at Labor, 

except when required to do by ritualistic performance unless he has been given 

permission by the Worshipful Master. There should be no obstruction between the East 

and the Three Great Lights; and since the Three Great Lights are the particular 

responsibility of the Worshipful Master no Brother should ever obscure his view of 

them” (Meacham 15). –  

o Are there times when Brothers are allowed to pass between the Altar and the 

East? If so, when are they and are they consistent with the above quote 

concerning the Master’s Carpet?  

 

 Ante-Room: “The Tiler has it especially in charge to see that the ante-room, his own 

particular quarters, observes the same decorum as all other precincts of the Temple; and 

while the principle purpose of his sword is to be a symbol of his duty to keep out cowans 

and eavesdroppers it is scarcely a lesser meaning of it that he hold authority to maintain 

order at the doors, and to see that the portals are not profaned by irreverence.” Moreover, 

the Tiler, if he rightly understands his own art, will see that the ante-room is kept clean 

and in order, the aprons neatly piled, books,  newspapers, and litter not left scattered 

about, a fitting place, in short, through which to make an entrance into a Masonic Lodge”  

(Meacham 17). 

 

 Apron: “When wearing clothing that would conceal the Apron always wear the Apron 

on the outside of the garment, as, for instance, a double-breasted coat, or when wearing 

an overcoat at a funeral. When gloves are worn there are no fixed rules as to their detail, 

except that they should be white” (Meacham 19). –  

o Are there any other suggestions that you could make to your fellow Brother 

regarding the wear of their Masonic Apron?  

 

 “Brother” is a Title: “In the usages of Freemasonry “Brother” is neither a sentimental 

nor familiar form of address but is as much a title – as much so as Worshipful, Right 

Worshipful, or Most Worshipful, and must always be used as such. A man does not 

attend a Lodge Communication in his capacity as a private individual, [he] is not Joe, or 

Bill, or John, but is there in his capacity as a Master Mason. . . A Brother sits in the 

Lodge room in order to discharge the functions of that office, and these functions, as 

mentioned just above, are defined in the law, hence are not subject to the private caprices 

of any individual. Harmony as well as dignity would result if these facts were more 
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widely understood and if they were more faithfully recognized in the conduct of Lodge 

affairs” (Meacham 21). 

o Do you think that the above definition is accurate?  

o Do you think it accurately describes the term Brother?  

o Why or why not?  

 

 District Deputy Grand Master: The District Deputy Grand Master should always be 

announced by the Tiler and the Junior Deacon as ‘about to enter.’ He never ‘craves’ nor 

‘seeks admittance,’ for he may walk in, take the gavel from the Master, and preside over 

the meeting, whether the Master wills it or not. . . The District Deputy Grand Master is 

the personal and official representatives of the Grand Master in his District. Every honor, 

every token of respect due to the Grand Master, therefore, must be paid to his Deputy. In 

this way the office of the Grand Master is honored through the office of his Deputy” 

(Meacham 25-26).  

 

 Dress: “Shall a Lodge require of its officers that they wear formal dress? The wisdom of 

so doing depends entirely upon the circumstances and a point Grand Lodge leaves to each 

constituent Lodge to decide, though much may be said in favor of formal dress – 

‘cutaway coat,’ tuxedo or full evening dress, since it is a mark of respect for the 

Fraternity. . . There is a philosophy in dress as in so many other things, and the dress 

proper to Masonic occasion is no exception. Its principle is good taste; its practice shows 

respect to the Brotherhood and expresses the dignity of Masonry" (Meacham 28-29). 

o Do you think that the Dress donned by members of the Lodge is important?  

o Does it enhance the workings of the Lodge?  

o Do you think that a Brother’s attire can enhance and conversely, detract from the 

general tone of the meeting?   

 

 Grand Honors: “Grand Honors are a mark of respect, in a form inherited from the past, 

accorded to Grand Lodge officers, and, under certain conditions, to Worshipful Masters 

and to Past Masters at the discretion of the Worshipful Master of the Lodge” (Meacham 

35). 

 

 Master’s Hat: “The hat is an emblem of the Master’s authority, a distinguishing mark by 

which the importance of his office is signalized, a visible and conspicuous sign of his 

position as presiding officer and titular head of the Lodge; being such it is not the 

personal property of the Master as a private individual but belongs to the Lodge, like his 

Apron or Jewel, and it is this fact that should determine his use of it” (Meacham 45). 

 

 Preparation Room: “If there is any one place in all the precincts of the Temple where a 

wise Worshipful Master will use every possible precaution to see that good taste, 

courtesy, and thoughtful kindness are displayed to the utmost it is in the Preparation 

Room where all degrees being. Here a candidate receives his earliest first-hand 

impressions of the Craft; he comes a total stranger to all the practices and requirements of 
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the Lodge, and often is nervous, apprehensive, ill at ease, not knowing what to expect, 

and fearful lest he cut for himself a sorry figure in whatever may follow. If he finds the 

Preparation Room littered, full of smoke, with joking going on, he will form an 

unfavorable impression of Freemasonry that may remain with him for years. The best 

way to teach him in this time of beginning that the Lodge is worthy of respect is for the 

lodge to show respect to him” (Meacham 49).  

 

 Why is Punctuality important to the effective and efficient operation of the Lodge?  

 Punctuality: “Punctuality is, as a lawyer would phrase it, of the essence of the contract 

wherein a Mason stands in his Lodge, for he has signed the Lodge By-laws in token of 

his agreement to observe them and in the By-laws of every Lodge a time is set for the 

opening of its Communications. For a Lodge, its officers, or its members not to be 

punctual is a discourtesy and it is difficult to charge one group with a greater discourtesy 

than the others; if the officers are absent there is nobody present with the authority to 

open the Lodge, and the members, whose time presumable is valuable, must wait; and 

where both members and officers fall into the habit of unpunctuality a vicious cycle is 

setup” (Meacham 53). 

 

 Ritual: “Mirth has no place whatever in the exemplification of any of the three Degrees 

of Masonry, more particularly in the Third. The Letter G in the East, the Altar, the Holy 

Bible – where such as these play so prominent a part surely there is no place for laughter” 

(Meacham 54)! 

o Why is our Ritual an integral part of our Craft? 

 

 Sign of Fidelity: “There are times when this Sign should be given, and times when it 

should not. To use it too frequently, as is done in some portions of our Grand 

Jurisdiction, defeats its purpose by lessening its meaning and impressiveness” (Meacham 

56).   

o Ask for places during the course of the Work when it should and should not be 

used.  

 

 Visitors: “A Lodge’s sense for that which is fitting, its instinct for hospitality, its taste in 

the amenities, are never more clearly revealed than in its manner of receiving visitors 

(Meacham 61). 

o How are Lodges supposed to handle Visitors to the Lodge?  

o What officers have responsibilities with regard to visiting Brothers?  

o What are those responsibilities?  

 

Source:  

Masonic Etiquette 

By: Henry G. Meacham, Grand Lecturer Emeritus 

Produced by: The Committee on Masonic Education and Lodge Service for the Grand Lodge of 

the State of New York (Reprinted in 1965) 


